
CPPS Curriculum Map: ELA Kindergarten at a Glance 

Title Time Performance Task Big Idea Essential Questions Resources/Materials 
Welcome to 

Kindergarten 
*Getting to 

know you 

4 weeks Anecdotal notes 
Teacher observation 
Class discussion 
 
Practice looking for 

known words  
Create mental images 
 

Routines 
Structure 
Centers 
 
To understand story 

vocabulary 
Understand that print is 

written speech 

What do readers do 
when they do not 
understand 
everything in the 
text? 

How does a listener 
understand a 
message? 

Jazzbo and Googy 
by Matt Novak 

Moo, moo, brown 
cow 

I read signs 
The Body book 

I am Special 4 weeks Anecdotal notes 
Teacher observation 
Class discussion 
 
Text features: identify 

front cover, back 
cover, title page 

Connect life 
experiences to text 

Recognizing parts of a 
book 

Story retell 
Identify story 

characters/ settings 
Recognizing 

environmental print, 
storybooks, poems 

What do readers do 
when they do not 
understand 
everything in the 
text? 

How does a listener 
understand a 
message? 

Mice Squeak 
Peanut butter and 

Jelly 
Pumpkin Pumpkin 
Bunny Cakes 
Big Book of Rhymes 

Around the 
Table 

3 weeks Anecdotal notes 
Teacher observation 
Class discussion 
Guided reading 
Picture walks 
 
Connect to life 

experiences 
Use pictures and context 

to make predictions 
Identify beginning 

middle, and ending of 
a story 

Ask answer questions 
Distinguish between 

storybooks and 
poems 

How do readers 
construct meaning 
from text? 

Why do readers need 
to pay attention to 
writer’s choice of 
words? 

Warthogs in the 
kitchen 

Big Book of Rhymes 
Read aloud 

Anthology 
Pre-decodable books 
 
Other: 
Whiteboards 
Large alphabet cards 
High frequency cards 
Picture cards 
Games 
Worksheets 
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Magazines 
Magnet letters 

Silly Business 3 weeks Anecdotal notes 
Teacher observation 
Class discussion 
 
Build and read simple 

one-syllable words  
Relate an experience or 

creative story in a 
logical sequence 

Speak audibly in 
complete sentences 

Describe people, places, 
things, and actions 

To understand that as 
letters of words 
change, so do the 
sounds 

Distinguish fantasy 
from realistic text 

Phoneme isolation 
Phoneme matching 
Rhyme production 
Read high frequency 

words 
Follow words from left 

to right, top to bottom, 
and page by page 

Spacing between words 

How do readers 
construct meaning 
from text? 

Why do readers need 
to pay attention to 
writer’s choice of 
words? 

The gingerbread 
man (Various 
versions) 

The mitten 
Pre-decodable books 
Other: 
Whiteboards 
Large alphabet cards 
High frequency cards 
Picture cards 
Games 
Worksheets 
Magazines 
Magnet letters 

Family Ties 4 weeks Build and read simple 
one-syllable words 

Describe people, places, 
things, and actions 

Ask questions about 
text*Recognize that 
sentences begin with 
an uppercase letter 
and end with a period 

 
 

To understand that as 
letters of words 
change, so do the 
sounds 

Phoneme isolation 
Phoneme matching 
Rhyme production 
Read high frequency 

words 
Follow words from left 

to right, top to bottom, 
and page by page 

Spacing between words 

How do readers 
construct meaning 
from text? 

Why do readers need 
to pay attention to 
writer’s choice of 
words? 

Off we go 
Big book of rhymes 
Read aloud 

anthology 
Word wall 
Drawing/writing 

paper 
Magnet letters 
Pocket chart 
Songs 
Dry erase boards 
Pre-decodable books 
 

Animal Families 3 weeks Anecdotal notes 
Teacher observation 
Class discussion 

Practice looking for 
known words , word 
bits, and parts 

What do readers do 
when they do not 
understand 

Bunny cakes 
 
The Strongest One 
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Guided reading 
 
Identify the relationship 

between illustrator and 
the story 

Name  author, illustrator 
and define roles in a 
story 

Identify characters, 
settings, and important 
events 

Compare and contrast 
text  

Create mental images 
Sequence events/ 

summarize 
Use knowledge of 

letters, words, and 
sounds to read 
simple sentences 

everything in a text? 
Why does a writer 

choose a particular 
form of writing? 

How are sounds 
represented by 
letters? 

Of All 
Henny Penny 
 
Goodbye, hello 
 
Pre-decodable books 
Big books 
Word wall 
Library books 
 

Bug Surprises 3 weeks Anecdotal notes 
Teacher observation 
Class discussion 
Guided reading 
 
Compare and contrast 

text 
Make predictions 
Connect the information 

and events in texts to 
life experiences 

Identify everyday print 
materials 

Practice looking for 
known words, word 
bits and parts 

Use picture clues to 
confirm reading 

Identify and recognize 
the initial sound of a 
spoken word 

Text features  

What do readers do 
when they do not 
understand 
everything in a text? 

Why does a writer 
choose a particular 
form of writing? 

How are sounds 
represented by 
letters? 

Look closer 
Big Book of Rhymes 
Wonderful Worms 
 
Decodable books 
 

Animal 
Adventures 

3 weeks Anecdotal notes 
Teacher observation 
Class discussion 
Guided reading 
 
Listen to a story 
Understand that written 

Blend letter patterns to 
read words 

Form regular plural 
nouns by adding a 

Rhyme identification 
Sound manipulation 

(initial and final) 

What do readers do 
when they do not 
understand 
everything in a text? 

Why does a writer 
choose a particular 
form of writing? 

Elmer 
Big book of rhymes 
Walking through the 

jungle 
 Decodable books 
White boards 
Magnet letters 
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words represent 
sounds 

Use pictures and context 
to make predictions 

Identify and sort words 
into basic categories 

Upper-lowercase letters 

CVC words 
Read high frequency 

words 
Segmenting and 

spelling 
 

How are sounds 
represented by letters 

Library books 
 

Around the 
Town 

3 weeks Use oral language to 
help build connections 
and create learning 
opportunities. 

Practice looking for 
known words 

Practice looking for word 
bits and parts 

Self-correct 
Recognize different 

genres 
 
 

Ask and answer 
questions about 
essential elements of 
text 

Making judgments 
about story 
characters. 

Retell stories 
Make and confirm 

predictions 
Use picture clues to 

confirm reading 
Distinguish between 

real and make 
believe 

Identify rhyming words 
Read high frequency 

words 
Recognize text patterns 
Use letters and 

phonetically spell 
words 

How do I figure out a 
word I do not know? 

Readers use language 
to structure content 
clues to identify the 
intended meaning of 
words and phrases 

How can discussion 
increase our 
knowledge and 
understanding of an 
idea? 

The shape of things 
Bennies Pennies 
Goodbye Hello 
Big Book of Rhymes 
Decodable books 
Independent reader 

books 
Caps for Sale 
Harcourt anthology  
 

Neighborhood 
Helpers 

3 weeks Teacher observation 
Open discussions 
Anecdotal notes 
Class assessments 

Connect the information 
and events in text to 
life experiences 

Compare/contrast 

How do I figure out a 
word I do not know? 

Readers use language 
to structure content 

The big yellow bus 
Career day 
Guess who? 
Big book of rhymes 
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Rhyme identification 
Read emergent reader 

text 
Regmenting and spelling 

CVC words 

events, ideas, 
characters or 
information  

Identify authors 
purpose 

Identify rhyming words 
*read high frequency 

words 
Recognize text patterns 
Use letters and 

phonetically spell 
words 

Develop vocabulary 
Identify and recognize 

the initial sound of a 
spoken word 

Understand that as 
letters of words 
change, so do the 
sounds 

clues to identify the 
intended meaning of 
words and phrases 

How can discussion 
increase our 
knowledge and 
understanding of an 
idea? 

and songs 
Read aloud 

anthology 
Decodable books 
Independent readers 
White boards 
Magnet letters 
 

Exploring Our 
Surroundings 

3 weeks Teacher observation 
Open discussions 
Anecdotal notes 
Class assessments 
 
Rhyme identification 
Read emergent reader 

text 
Segmenting and spelling 

CVC words 
Follow words from left to 

right, top to bottom, 
page by page 

Sound manipulation 

Connect the information 
and events in text to 
life experiences 

Compare/contrast 
events, ideas, 
characters or 
information  

Identify authors 
purpose 

Identify rhyming words 
Read high frequency 

words 
Recognize text patterns 
Use letters and 

How do I figure out a 
word I do not know? 

Readers use language 
to structure content 
clues to identify the 
intended meaning of 
words and phrases 

How can discussion 
increase our 
knowledge and 
understanding of an 
idea? 

Five Little Ducks 
Come along Daisy 
What’s what? 
Henny Penny 
Big book of rhymes 
Chicken forgets 
 
Decodable books 
White boards 
Magnet letters 
Library books 
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(initial and final) 
 

phonetically spell 
words 

Develop vocabulary 
Identify and recognize 

the initial sound of a 
spoken word 

Understand that as 
letters of words 
change, so do the 
sounds 

Understand the 
purpose of directions 

Share information and 
ideas, speaking in 
clear, coherent 
sentences 

Under The 
Ocean 

3 weeks Teacher observation 
Open discussions 
Anecdotal notes 
Class assessments 
 
Rhyme identification 
Read emergent reader 

text 
Segmenting and spelling 

CVC words 
Follow words from left to 

right, top to bottom, 
page by page 

Sound manipulation 
(initial and final) 

 

To share information 
and ideas, speaking 
in complete, coherent 
sentences 

Use letters and 
phonetically spelled 
words to write about 
animals 

Identify and recognize 
the initial sound of a 
spoken word 

Read high frequency 
words 

Identify rhyming words 
Identify details that are 

make believe 
Identify syllables in 

words 

How do I figure out a 
word I do not know? 

Readers use language 
to structure content 
clues to identify the 
intended meaning of 
words and phrases 

How can discussion 
increase our 
knowledge and 
understanding of an 
idea? 

Splash in the Ocean 
Fish Faces 
Swimmy 
Big Book Of Rhymes 
There’s A Hole In 

The Middle Of The 
Sea 

 
Library books 
Decodable books 
White boards 
Magnet letters 
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Recognize action words 
Recall story events 
Understand sequence 
Recognize text patterns 


